Minutes - ASPA Nebraska Executive Council

March 31, 2007, 9:15 a.m. 

Cheri O’s Coffee Shop—1404 Silver Street, Ashland, Nebraska
Attended:  Scott Bovick, Mary Hamilton, Alan Kopetzky, Mike Stefkovich, Trish Owen, Maggie Oldham, and Patricia Langer.  Absent: Sheri Larsen and Perry Pirsch.

1) Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call.  President Scott Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Scott introduced Jennifer Patten Benson, Associate Development Director, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands, as a candidate for the council seat vacated by Heidi Loos.  Council members welcomed Jennifer.  Brief introductions followed.  

2) Minutes.  Motion by Scott, seconded by Maggie to approve minutes from February 17, 2007 meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.  
3) Strategic Planning Session Continued.   
a) Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service.
i) The Close-Up Foundation. Chapter has received a program planner’s handbook to review for ideas on Close-Up Foundation opportunities.  Mary will review and report at the next meeting.

ii) April Governor’s Proclamation – Signing ceremony is April 18 at 10:15 a.m.  The proclamation is in coordination with the UNO School of PA.   Scott, Trish, Patricia and Mike plan to attend.  Mike will send Scott a copy of the proclamation.  Scott will convert it to pdf.  The proclamation will be e-mailed to members and posted on the Web Site.  Maggie will add a link to the Public Employees Roundtable web site, Mike said Public Service Recognition Week is the first full week in May (May 7-13). 

iii) Public Service Project – Mary is considering doing something more data intensive vs. people intensive in the first phase of the project.  The project would compare the State of Nebraska to other states to get a sense of the state of public service in Nebraska.  Information would include areas such as retention, attrition, and skills base. The intent is to use existing data and also determine what data is not available, but needed for proper assessment—employee satisfaction surveys, for example.   This approach is similar to the assessment of the federal public service that is being done by the Partnership for Public Service.  Mary will contact Sara Woods to discuss a funding source and a graduate student to help.       

b) Partnerships.

i) Scott thanked Maggie for updating the Chapter Web Page and adding links to additional professional organizations

ii) The Networking Reception (scheduled for March 1) was cancelled due to the Blizzard of 2007.  The council agreed to plan on another networking seminar next year, and a Mock Interview and Resume Review session for members in February 2008 with the Alumni Group. Scott said he did not think the Chapter incurred any catering or Alumni Center costs for canceling the reception.  Trish plans to reuse some of the nametags, etc. next year.

iii) Fall 2008 Regional Conference.  Nebraska Chapter is interested in hosting this.   Mary will find out if a site has been selected for the 2007 Regional Conference. 

iv) Event and Conference Sponsorships.  Scott suggested doing what we can now to advertise.  Trish will create a brochure, put an item in the newsletter, and e-mail members.

v) Update on UNO School of PA Activities.  Scott will start adding this item to the agenda. Mary updated the council.  

(1) University of Nebraska President James B. Milliken and the UNO School of PA will host a presentation by nationally noted author R. Scott Fosler on Thursday, April 5. A reception is set for 5 p.m. in the Milo Bail Student Center Ballroom.  His talk, titled “Institutional Capacity for Economic Development,” will begin at 5:30 p.m.  Mary said Fosler is an expert on economic development policy.  She encouraged Council members to attend.  
(2) The School will offer a 15-credit hour Certified Public Manager Certificate beginning this fall.  It will include an overview and coursework in personnel, budgeting, and organizational theory and development.  Mary said the overview course has been renamed “Public Administration and Democracy”.  

(3) The School will also offer a Certificate for Public Management. This is meant for people who already have a degree in another area such as political science or social work, but want to pick up some basic skills or credentials in public administration. The Certified Public Management Program is a nationally accredited program currently in place at other locations, including at the federal and state level.  The Nebraska program is likely to be one year and may start in January 2008.  It will be available to people without prerequisites.  Details are still being worked out—some credits may be transferable to a MPA.  This is meant for those who want to pick up skills and develop a sense of context about public administration.  
c) Membership—Increase and retain members - Trish said we are down one member.  She will contact Sheri about sending letters to expiring members.  After the luncheon, Trish will prepare the Chapter newsletter and include information about award winners and luncheon photos.  
4) Treasurer’s/Secretary’s Report.  Scott motioned and Mary seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report Feb 11- Mar 30, 2007.  All ayes, motion carried.  
5) President’s Report.  

a) Board Membership.  Scott made a motion and Patricia seconded to appoint Jennifer Patten Benson.  All ayes, motion carried.  Trish and Maggie asked Jennifer for contact information to update the Newsletter and Chapter Web Site.  Maggie will send Jennifer the link to the web site.
b) Annual Awards Luncheon scheduled for April 26, 2007 from 11:30a.m. to 1:00p.m. at UNO Alumni Center.
i) Sheri Larson e-mailed suggestions for menu, room is reserved ($25 charge for audio equipment).  Council considered prices and discussed merits of covering the luncheon cost vs. taking a loss on the luncheon.  Menu choice and cost of dessert were considered. Trish suggested considering advertising it with the word fundraiser next year and mention it’s tax deductible, in order to encourage attendance.  This idea was tabled, but may be reconsidered next year. 
ii) Mike made a motion and Patricia seconded to pick the Little Italy Buffet at $11.95 a plate with no dessert and to charge a $17.50 flat fee per person for all attendees with the exception of the speaker, award winners and their one accompanying guest.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The School of PA pays for the Pi Alpha Alpha candidates and will be charged $17.50 per person also.
iii) Award Nominations were due to Scott by March 9, 2007

(1) Tom Cavanaugh, Clare Duda and Kathleen Hall nominated Douglas County Health Director Adi Pour for the Public Administrator of the Year award.  Mary made a motion to accept this nomination and give Adi this award and Alan seconded.  All ayes. Motion approved.

(2) Received 0 nominations for Elected Official of the Year. The board discussed possible candidates at large.  After discussion, Mary nominated Nebraska City Mayor Jo Dee Adelung for the award.  Mike made a motion to give Mayor Adelung the award and Maggie seconded.  All ayes.  Motion approved. 

iv) Scott will notify Mayor Adelung about the award.  Sheri will be asked to notify Adi Pour.  Scott will provide Trish and Maggie with nomination information so it can be placed in the program and summed up in the news release and correct spelling etc goes on the award plaques.  Mary will provide Scott with rationale nomination information on Mayor Adelung for the record and to aid in the script for the awards program. Sheri will be asked to introduce Adi Pour.  Mary will introduce Mayor Adelung as award recipient; 

v) Keynote Speaker will be Nebraska City Mayor Jo Dee Adelung, current President of the Nebraska League of Municipalities. Trish will introduce her as guest speaker. 

vi) Program brochure (Trish) and Award Plaques (Maggie).  

(1) Trish will make the luncheon reservation flyer, program booklet and name badges. She plans to put photos in the program with person’s bio. Suggestion made to distribute the flyer to other professional organizations. Networking guests and council members will receive name tags that distinguish themselves from other guests.  Trish needs to know which networking guests are coming.

(2) Maggie will take reservations. She is also now available to attend the luncheon to collect money from guests paying at the door.  She will also order the award plaques and create a news release. She will send an invoice to Tawanna Black of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce.  She will share the reservation list with Trish so she can make nametags.  

ii) The council briefly reviewed the luncheon’s sequence of events and speaking order.  First is the official welcome and introduction of council members, dignitaries, and career networking people.  Scott indicated he would just identify the career networking people by reading a list and asking them to stand when their name is called. Then he will announce buffet lunch. Pi Alpha Alpha candidates, guest speaker and then award winners will go through the buffet, and then it’s open to other attendees.  Then keynote speaker, elected official winner, public administrator winner and finish with closing remarks.   
iii) Contact Pi Alpha Alpha and American Humanics (Mary).  Maggie said she has already received the names of the Pi Alpha Alpha candidates, but wants to check first if it was a complete list, and if so will forward list to Trish for the program booklet.  {Note: inadvertent omission of discussion of American Humanics award winner and role in luncheon}
iv) Proclamation poster for display (Scott) and proclamation copies for attendees to take.

vii) Waive fees for Career Networking Invitees?  Topic tabled. People who were invited/scheduled to attend as presenters at the Networking Session will also pay the full price of $17.50.
viii) Mike made a motion and Trish seconded to ask Peter Harkness from Governing Magazine to be 2008 Luncheon Speaker.  Mary will look into this.  Some consideration given to paying a speaking fee 

c) ASPA Nebraska 2006-2007 Meeting Schedule.  The next meeting is the Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting, held following the luncheon on April 26, 2007.

6) Other Business.  

7) Good of the Order.   Keep working on luncheon details this month.
8) Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maggie Oldham

Secretary/Treasurer
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