Minutes - ASPA Nebraska Executive Council

January 20, 2007, 9:15 a.m. 

Cheri O’s Coffee Shop—1404 Silver Street, Ashland, Nebraska
Attended:  Scott Bovick, Mary Hamilton, Alan Kopetzky, Mike Stefkovich, Trish Owen, Maggie Oldham, and Patricia Langer.  Absent: Sheri Larsen and Perry Pirsch.

1) Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call.  President Scott Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 
2) Minutes.  Motion by Trish, seconded by Mary to approve minutes from November 4, 2006 meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.  There was no quorum at the Dec 9, 2006 meeting.
3) Strategic Planning Session Continued.   
a) Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants.
i) The Close-Up Foundation. – Mary talked with the Close-Up Foundation. They have no grant funding this year.  They have a program planner’s handbook. If we decide to hold an event and register with them then we would be insured for the event.  Council should consider applying for a grant in the future.

ii) April Governor’s Proclamation – Mike said the draft proclamation is ready.  He e-mailed it to the Council for comments.  Question whether the proclamation mentions UNO--as the university is willing to participate. Mike said it does have wording reflective of education.  Mike asked Mary to suggest specific wording with regard to UNO.
iii) Public Service Project – Mary is reviewing information from Partnership for Public Service (national group). She said their report offers ideas on types of indicators to use at the State level. Considering applying for a grant.  She will e-mail groups and interested parties that the project is still on track, a grant application is in the works, and she will keep them informed. Suggest ASPA Council revisit support of this project at a later date.   

b) Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations

i) Website Links Update – Maggie will update both websites and add links.

· Networking Reception – The reception is scheduled for March 1, 2007 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the UNO Alumni Center.   Sheri booked the room.  Motion by Trish, seconded by Alan to approve up to $30.00 to pay security charge and up to $150.00 for refreshments.  All ayes, motion carried. Discussion about having larger room and adding tables.  Objective—for networking and secondly, job info. 250 students are in the program---this includes Lincoln, Omaha, and distance.  Around 50 students attended last year.  American Humanics students will be invited as well as MPA Alumni, MPA students and Criminal Justice students.  Will poll MPA Alumni Network if they want to be included for recruitment and also to actively participate.

ii) Program based on last year’s booklet reviewed.   Participants and who will invite them

· Nebraska Department of Roads (Mary)

· Jordan Fuller (Scott)

· Carol Ebdon (Mary)

· Probation Administrator (Ellen Brokofsky) (Patricia)

· Nebraska Department of Corrections – Bob Houston (Mary)

· Mike McCrory (Mike says it’s on his calendar—will ask him to bring material on jobs and maybe additional person).

· Dr. Brent Bowen (Alan)

· City of Lincoln Urban Planning, Mike Dekalb or Steve Hendrichson (Trish)

· Omaha by Design (Connie Spellman) (Alan)

· Tawanna Black (Mary)

· Wes Blecke, Wayne Economic Development (Scott)

· Big Brothers/Big Sisters (Former State Senator Nancy Thompson) (Mary) or Settlement House (Mary)

· General Public Sector (Pete Festerman) (Scott suggested)

· Health Administration (Mary will follow-up)

· State Court Administrator is MPA Grad (Patricia)

· Federal Government, INS/DHS (Maggie)

· DED Representative/Economic Development, Dan Curran (state level/business development) (Patricia; also will verify his title) 

· Not including Housing Development this year 

· Nebraska Arts Council (Mary)

(1) Event brochure - Dean Settle’s title is Executive Director of Mental Health Services, Lincoln Lancaster County Community Mental Health Center. Perry Pirsch’s information should be listed as Nebraska State Treasurer’s Office.  Trish Langer’s information should be listed as Financial Officer for the Nebraska Supreme Court Office of Probation Administration.  Suggested listing MPA or other titles/degrees on materials.

(2) Announcements –Three announcements: “save the date”, info mentioning a few key participants, and a final announcement with a copy of the brochure.  Mary said there is only one MPA Class that evening.  She will talk to Dr. Krane about class attending.  Trish will create flyers.  Scott will e-mail names to Trish.  Consider plugging it with some quotes. Maggie will bring digital camera to take photos for newsletter and web site.  Scott will update the program brochure.

iii) Fall 2008 Regional Conference.  ASPA has released Fall 2007 bid requirements—can review for reference for Fall 2008 conference planning.  Mary said National ASPA knows Nebraska Chapter is interested as host for Fall 2008.   Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau can assist us with conference.  They will set up hotels, negotiate prices, etc. Lincoln is appealing, approachable and offers Capitol tour opportunity. 

iv) Event and Conference Sponsorships.  Market these over the summer.

c) Membership—Increase and retain members - Trish reported we have one new Nebraska-Chapter-only member and one new ASPA National/Nebraska Chapter student member (taking advantage of the chapter’s student membership subsidy).

4) President’s Report.  

a) Budget.  Scott revised the 2006-2007 Budget incorporating the $10 Student Subsidy Program.  Motion by Trish, seconded by Patricia to approve the budget.  All ayes, motion carried.  

b) Council membership. Trish said she needs to step down as president elect for the 2007-2008 year due to her new job/time commitment.  She will still continue to serve on the board and will continue to produce the Chapter Newsletter, but no longer has access to Microsoft Publisher. Motion by Scott, seconded by Mary for Trish to purchase a license/software for Microsoft Publisher software. All ayes, motion carried. Scott agreed to serve a second term as Chapter President.  Motion by Mike, seconded by Trish for Scott to pursue second term as president.   All ayes, motion carried.  Need to fill Nebraska Council seat vacated by Heidi Loos.  Mary suggested Jenny Patten with Boys and Girls Club of Omaha as a potential candidate.  Patten is not an ASPA member; she would have to join ASPA.  Mary will ask her and may also check with someone at the Omaha Neighborhood Center. 

c) Annual Awards Luncheon scheduled for April 26, 2007 from 11:30a.m. to 1:00p.m. at UNO Alumni Center -  Room reserved--$25 charge for audio equipment.  Scott will talk with Sheri about helping with menu selection.  How much to charge various categories of attendees will be discussed at a future council meeting.  Scott hasn’t received any nominations yet.  They are due March 9.  Some discussion about South Sioux City City Administrator Lance Hedquist. 

i) Keynote Speaker: Mary awaiting information on whether Harvey White-ASPA President is available to come to Omaha. Nebraska City Mayor, Jo Dee Adelung is another possibility.  She is also the President of the League of Nebraska Municipalities and serves on various boards, including the UNMC Board of Counselors. Motion by Alan, seconded by Mary for Scott to ask Mayor Adelung if she would serve as guest speaker at the luncheon.  All ayes, motion carried.  Mary will ask Harvey White to provide brief remarks if he attends.  Mary will talk to Dr. Ethel Williams about Pi Alpha Alpha students.  

d) The next ASPA Nebraska Council meeting is Feb 17 at 9:15 a.m. at Cheri O’s in Ashland, Nebraska.  Future meetings are Mar 1 at 6 p.m. (following the Networking Reception at UNO); Mar 17, Long Home Coffee Company in Nebraska City; and April 26, the Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting.

5) Treasurer’s/Secretary’s Report.  Mary motioned, Alan seconded to approve the Treasurer’s report covering Nov 1-Dec 29, 2006.  All ayes, motion carried.  Maggie said National ASPA is sending our rebate check in February.  Scott will update the online officer form with the new information on the board.  

6) Other Business.  Mary asked whether the council would support sponsoring a table at the National Social Equity Conference.  Cost is $500 but Chapter would be listed as a sponsor even if only provided $100.  Motion by Trish, seconded by Scott to approve $100 sponsorship.  All ayes, motion carried.

7) Good of the Order.   Paul Posner will be the new National ASPA President.  Trish will continue to e-mail information on jobs to Chapter members.  
8) Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maggie Oldham

Secretary/Treasurer

PAGE  
3

