American Society of Public Administration 

Nebraska Chapter 

Minutes

October 11, 2008

I. President Benson called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m. and called the roll.  Present:  Jen Benson, Rahman Strum, Pam Buethe, Perry Pirsch, Alan Kopetzky, Sue Moore, and Arwiphawee Srithongrung (Sai).  Absent: Greg Fetterman, Mike Stefkovich, and Scott Bovick.

II. The minutes from the September 13, 2008 meeting will be approved at the November meeting.

III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants

i. Public Service Week 2009 – Jen stated that public service week is generally the first week in May.  She will contact Sheri Larson to get information as to what we did in previous years. 

Alan suggested we do a display in the CPAC building and possibly do it a week ahead since the first week is finals week.  

Perry stated he can take care of a press release as he has many contacts in public service.  Perry also suggested we note how many government workers will be retiring in the next 15 years.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics – Occupational outlook will give us that number.  We can put something on the radio also.  

An ASPA flyer could be put together to give out during finals week.  This would target those in undergraduate classes related to the public service fields which could include: American Humanics, Public Administration, Business, Math/Economics, Social Work, General Studies, and Gerontology.  We would also want to include MPA and MBA students.  Jen suggested we send this to the Gateway to see if they would pick up the story.  She will call as we get closer.  Sai will also talk to Elizabeth Kramer.

The proclamation is signed at the Capital in March or April.

Greg Fetterman arrived to take is seat on the board.

ii. Awards Luncheon April 23, 2009. -  The awards luncheon date is April 23, 2009.  Rhonda will take care of the setup.  It will run from 11:30 to 1:00.  The group reviewed possible candidates to speak.  The consensus was to see if we can get Dr. Tom Osborne.  Sai will check on.

iii. Awards Luncheon Nominations process – Appointed and elected. No discussion was held at this time.

iv. Partnership with CPM Program graduates – what to give to graduates from ASPA NE?  Motion by Alan, seconded by Sue to approve $10 toward ASPA membership for each CPM graduate.  Voting aye: All  Nay: none. Motion carried.  This will be a pilot project and we will look to see how many of these people renew their membership after first year.  Discussion was held regarding the expansion of the discount to other groups.  The group was asked to look at the Strategic Plan from 2006.  Jen will see if there are action plans somewhere.  WE will discuss more in depth next time in order to have Scott communicate the thoughts at the time of the Planning.  This will be on the next agenda.  Jen and Pam will get together with regard to the Treasurer’s Report.

B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations

i. Update on UNO School of PA activities. Sai gave an update of activities including an offer from UNO to have Carol Ebdon return to the School of PA.

ii. Networking Reception – Rahman stated that PASTA is on board 100% to help.  PAGO is on board 100% but don’t have the capacity to give help.  Rahman, Jen, and Sai will meet before the November meeting to set up a possible committee.

iii. Fall 2009 Regional Conference Report – No report.

iv. Event and Conference Sponsorships – No Report

C. Membership—Increase and retain members

i. Monitor list of expiring members.  No discussion.

ii. Conference Scholarship applications due in October – no applications.  John Bartle will be contacted for possible candidate.

iii. The next newsletter will go out in November.  Jen will make request for articles to ASPA membership.

iv. ASPA Website –Rahman has updated the website and encouraged all to look at the changes.

v. ASPA membership needs assessment – Discussed when the last one was done and if we need to conduct another one.

IV. Treasurer/Secretary’s Report. The Treasurer’s Reports will be presented at the next meeting.

V. President’s Report

A. Jen is continuing to work on ballot review. Jen asked for feedback regarding the email with discussion points which she sent before the meeting.  Members liked this format.

B. ASPA Nebraska 2008-2009 Meeting Schedule: Note there will be no December meeting.

i. October 11, 2008

ii. November 15, 2008

iii. January 17, 2009

iv. February 17, 2009

v. March 14,2009

vi. April 4, 2009

vii. April 23, 2009 Annual Luncheon and Business Meeting (tentative)

VI. Other Business.  

A. Open Positions

i. President Elect 2009-2010. Everyone needs to think about this and we will discuss in January.

We will make sure the ASPA link is on the UNO website.

VII.   
Motion by Rahman, seconded by Alan to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 a.m. Voting aye:  all, nay: none.  Motion carried

Respectfully submitted,

Pam Buethe

2008-2009 Secretary/Treasurer

