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Annual Networking Reception Brings
Students and Professionals Together

T he ASPA Nebraska chapter hosted its
annual Networking Reception at the UNO
Thompson Alumni Center on February 28.
Students from across campus gathered with
local professionals from the public sector to
network for job opportunities and explore
careers in public administration.

More than thirty local professionals repre-. |y
sented public sector professions including
state and local government, criminal justice,
nonprofits, human services and public healt
and more.

ASPA Nebraska members were thrilled
with the support from local professionals and

student s. nltdéds a g
to get an idea of what working in the public | .
sector is really 1|i Kk} 0

Nebraska president,
event because it gives us a chance to meet
up and coming young public administration
professionals and to

From Top: Andy Bradley of Goodwill visits with a student
interested in the nonprofit sector.

Middle: UNO CPACS Professor Dr. Angela Eikenberry and
Laura Peterson of the Nebraska Department of Administra-
tive Services were two of the many professionals who sup-
ported the reception.

Bottom: The reception was as much of an opportunity for
students to network as it was for professionals to network
with each other.
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Inaugural Class of Certified Public Manager Program Brings Diverse Experience, Focus

T he University of Nebraska at
Omaha (UNO) School of Public Ad-
ministration started its new Nebraska
Certified Public Manager Program with
the start of 2008.

This unique training program,
designed for ambitious professionals
working in government or neprofit
organizations, has an inaugural class of
15 carefully selected participants.
Members of the class come from all
levels of government, neprofit or-
ganizations, higher education and the
private sector.Program Director

sary to improve themselves and their
organizations. Through a combination

a year, professionals of all educational
backgrounds gain the knowledge and

Class Motto:
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of online and iaresidence sessionsover Your sel f . O

pants the skillkbased knowledge neces- Courses began on Jan. 11 and 12 with

an orientation to the program and the
firstcourse-si Knowi ng and
Cour ses
presenters, interactive exercises and
focused on providing tools that partici-
pants can use fAon
The inaugural class took as their
challenge and their mottdi We ar e t h
be & we have been w
AThis is truly an e
tunity and | feel fortunate to have been
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Mary R. Hamilton said that the diversity Albion, Neb.ATher e i s no do
of the group provides participants with we will make significant discoveries,
exciting learning and networking oppor- skills they need to become stronger big or small, together. We are the peo-
tunities. leaders, managers and supervisorswhop | e we have been wai't
AThey wil!l d e v e | ogiter undeestarad worlopnosebsespasd
in this program that will serve them know how to encourage innovation and For more information on the CPM
throughout their c aswepmmahedto mdolem seharg.d . Program, contact Dr. Mary Hamilton at
The Nebraska Certified Public The program kicked off with a Jan. 4023159509 or
Manager® (CPM) program, a nationally 10 reception for participants and their ~ Mrhamilton@mail.unomaha.edu.
recognhized comprehensive managementfamilies that gave them an opportunity
development certification, offers partici- to meet faculty, staff and each other.
Governor Heineman Declares
Public Service Recognition Week
N ebraska Governor Dave Heineman
declaredMay8. 1, 2008 fAPubl

Ser}/;]ceall? ognition \
NeBradkd at & proclamation signing
ceremony in March.

Public Service Recognition Week is
sponsored nationally
for Excellence in Go\
been celebrated since 1985 across the
country. The week serves as a formal
opportunity to thank those who have

chosen public service as a career.

Locally, ASPA Nebraska celebrates
outstanding public administrators with
our annual luncheon, held on April 24th
this year at the UNO Thompson Alumni
Center. ASPA makes the request to
secure a proclamation from the gover-
nor each year to celebrate Public
Service Recognition Week.



ASPA District 4 Conference Draws Almost 200

A service, affordable housing; e find all-out genocide underway. He
SPAG6s 2008 Di s gavermment, calgoverdiment per- described what he did as the US
ence was held at Texas State Uni- formance, the future of public ad-  Ambassador to try to turn the tide
versity in San Marcos, Texas on ministration, program evaluation, and reduce the violence and death.
November 2, 2007 and drew nearly public service education in a border
200 people. The conference was a region, the impact of technology on
creative collaboration between the local government, citizen participa-
Texas Certified Public Manager tion, and recruiting the next genera-
(CPM) Program, the Texas Chap- tion of public service professionals,
ters of ASPA, and the ASPA Chap- among many other rich topics.
ters in District 4. It was hosted by  Highlights of the conference in-
The William P. Hobby Center for cluded The William P. Hobby Dis-
Public Service at Texas State and  tinguished Lecture and remarks by
also served as thd'@nnual Texas  the Honorable Robert Krueger, for-
ASPA/CPM Conference. mer US Senator from Texas and
Ambassador to Burundi and
Botswana, Africa.
The Hobby Lecture was

presented by Paul Hobby, ™ d bhoto is of the H ble Robert K ‘
son Of WI“Iam P. Hobby e second photo Is 0 € Honorable Robert Krueger, tormer

US Senator from Texas and former Ambassador to Burundi
and CEO of Alpheus Com-  and Botswana, AfricaKrueger is sitting, looking at the
munications. Paul Hobby camera, autographing a book that he and his wife wrote on
was also a former Chief of their experiences in Africa, with an introduction by Bishop

Desmond Tutu. The book is entitledm Bloodshed to Hope
Staff for the Lt. Governor of in Burundi: Our Embassy Years During Genocide.
Texas. He spoke about the

differences between public

sector challenges and those Following his remarks, Sen.

he finds in business. Many Krueger signed copies of the book
of his comments were quite  he and his wife wrote on those ex-
inspiring for the assembled  periences:From Bloodshed to
professional public adminis- Hope in Burundi: Our Embassy

Paul Hobby (Left) gave the Hobby Distinguished . o~ .
Lecture. He is the son of former Lt. Gov. of Texas L I at or s. For ‘YearsaDunng @enocidefi e

William P. Hobby and CEO of Alpheus Communicatiorgood government is a teach- ASPA Nebraska Executive Council
Houston, TX and former Chief of Staff for the Lt. Govergple, acquired skill setand ~ membersAlan Kopetzky andDr.

nor of Texas.With him is Howard Balanoff, Professor : :
and Director of the William P. Hobby Center for Public govemment IS a permanent Mary Hamilton represented the

Service at Texas State University, San Marcos,The  Institution that deserves the  Nebraska Chapter at the conference.

Hobby Center and Texas State hosted the conferencebest managers it can find, Alan, a doctoral student at UNO,
just as much- or perhaps presented a paper enti
The theme of the conference was more-- than any for profit busi- People Speak: Toward Effective
ATransforming theaeBwhld ¢ A3 esroy, i did dCéaizelCRaMiIcipationargProgram
Conference cehairs were Dr. and the ASPA stand for the idea Planning, Development, and Imple-

Howard Balanoff, Director of the that while elections come and go,  mentation. Mary, on faculty at
William P. Hobby Center and Dr. the orderly and professional admini- UNO, and former Executive Direc-
Ken Matwiczak, Senior Lecturerat st rati on of t he pandfhatiooad ASSPAH orevidedess i s a
the LBJ School of Public Affairsat sacr ed cont i nuum.pérspectivesan tipeduture af public
the University of Texas in Austin. the most inspir i rmdmingtaboh. e : Al believe
Underlining the collaborative nature that it is time government stood up
of the conference, attendees were for itself, to distinguish its daily
greeted by the Director of the Texas functions from its impulsive politi-
CPM Program, Howard Balanoff, cal twin. We should come right out
the President of the Texas CPM and attack that cognitive dissonance
Society, Ms. Naomi Hines, the that lets people think that they can
President of the Centex ASPA be against taxes and government
Chapter, Ms. Aida Douglas, and the without being against cops, and
two candidates for ASPA National teachers, and firefighters, and sol-
Vice President, Dr. Meredith New- diers at war. What you people work
man and Dr. Mitchell Rice, among hard at every day needs to be de-
others. fended. 0

More than 10 panels explored Sen. Krueger spoke about arriv-
issues of accountability in public ing as Ambassador to Burundi to




