Minutes - ASPA Nebraska Executive Council
September 22, 2007  
Cheri O’s Coffeehouse
 1404 Silver Street
 Ashland, Nebraska
I. President Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and called the roll.  Present:  Scott Bovick, Alan Kopetzky, Mary Hamilton, Jen Benson, Perry Pirsch, and Maggie Oldham.  Absent:  Sheri Larsen, Mike Stefkovich, Trish Langer and [vacant seat].

II. Motion by Mary, seconded by Jen to approve the minutes from August 18, 2007 meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.
III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants
i. Trish is reviewing the Close-Up Foundation Handbook.  
ii. The Governor’s proclamation for Public Service Week continues to be a good event for ASPA Nebraska.  Scott suggested we start to plan for April 2008.  Jen offered to work with Mike on making any necessary alterations to the proclamation and to coordinate the signing ceremony with the governor’s office.   
iii. Mary is still pursing the Public Service Project but did not have any updates to report at this time.
iv. Mary is coordinating the package to nominate Mike Nolan, Norfolk City Administrator, for National ASPA Award.  The nomination is due Oct 12.  Mary is contacting Phil Green with the NCMA and Lynn Rex of LONM for a letter of support for the nomination package.  Letters in hand:  BJ Reed and John Bartle for UNO; Mayor Adams of Norfolk; Scott Bovick for ASPA Nebraska.
v. Discussion was held to select possible keynote speaker for the annual ASPA luncheon in April 2008.  Scott asked for additional ideas from the council.  Motion by Scott, seconded by Alan. All ayes, motion carried for the following as top three choices:
a) John Cavanaugh, former State Senator and former 2nd District Congressional Rep, Chief Admin. for Bldg Bright Futures initiative
b) David Brown, President and CEO of Omaha Chamber of Commerce 

c) Lynn Rex, Executive Director, Nebraska League of Municipalities

Scott will contact Sheri to ask her to check with John Cavanaugh.  If he is not available, Scott or Sheri will ask Mary to contact David Brown.  If David Brown is not available, Scott will contact Lynn Rex.
B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations
i. Mary gave an update on UNO School of Public Administration activities.
a) The Certified Public Manager program is scheduled to start classes in January of 2008.  Scott is on the Advisory Board.  The 1-year program is meant for people in government or non-profit. The tuition for the program is $2,500.  Mary handed out a flyer and application.  Suggest e-mailing electronic copy to Sheri so she can send it to the listserv.
ii. Networking Reception will be Thursday, February 28, 2008 at the UNO Alumni Center.  Alan and Jen volunteered to help.  Will work from last year’s list. Minimal cost.  Security fee. Will have some refreshments available. Typically held 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
iii. Council agreed at last meeting to bid to host the Fall 2009 regional conference (instead of the Fall 2008 regional conference). Mary said she would ask John Bartle for a copy of the request for proposal for 2008 for an idea of what is expected. Mary plans to attend the regional conference in San Marcos, Texas in November 2007. 
iv. Event and Conference Sponsorships – We do have conference scholarships.  The national ASPA Conference is March 2008 in Dallas. 
C. Membership—Increase and retain members
i. Sheri will continue to monitor the list of expiring members.
ii. Conference Scholarship applications were originally due in September 2007.    Scott wants to revise the deadline to coincide with national deadlines for conference registration.  Scott said this might encourage more people to apply. Scott will find out the deadline for the Vanguard grant. He will change the deadline on the current scholarship flyer to October 1, and will provide revised copy to John Bartle. Jen asked whether we could visit graduate classes and explain opportunity.  Alan or Trish may consider applying.  Mary will send a flyer on the 2007 Regional ASPA Conference.   
iii. Jen volunteered to be the Newsletter Editor for 2008.  She received the Publisher software at the meeting.  Maggie said she’d send Jen the website address so she can view previous newsletters as samples.  Mary offered to provide an article on the Certified Public Manager Program.  Mary will also write an article on the regional conference (for later issue). Other article ideas include networking session and speaker information, if known.  Perry asked whether there was a cost associated with the newsletter and whether we share it with other professional organizations.
iv. Resume review and mock interviews planned for 2008.  Alan is the University liaison with the alumni group.  He will see if they are interested in assisting with this project. 
IV. Treasurer/Secretary’s Report
A. Maggie presented the August 1-Sep 19 Treasurer’s Report which reflected interest earned during the month.  Motion by Scott, seconded by Alan to approve.  All ayes, motion carried.  
B. Scott presented and reviewed the 2007-08 Budget.  Motion by Mary, seconded by Maggie to approve.  All ayes, motion carried.
V. President’s Report

A. Council Membership and Terms

i. Scott is compiling the Council member roster and terms of office of the current Council members.  He will send copy to the Council.
ii. Patrick McNamara is not available to fill vacant member seat on the Council.  Council discussed possible candidates based on member list and other shared information.  Motion by Alan, seconded by Mary to ask Pam Buethe, La Vista City Clerk, and if she is not available to ask Ellen Freeman-Wakefield from the YWCA. All ayes, motion carried. Scott will ask Pam. Scott suggested council members think about possible candidates for future openings on the Council.  Mary said that some Chapters combine with Alumni groups to share resources, time, and energy, as they have similar interests.
B. ASPA Nebraska 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule –The meeting schedule was briefly reviewed.  If you have any conflicts, please send them to Scott.  
i. October 20, 2007

ii. December 1, 2007

iii. January 12, 2008

iv. February 9, 2008

v. March 1, 2008

vi. April 5, 2008

vii. April 24, 2008 Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting

VI. Other Business –Jen is attending seminar today for American Humanics students.  She will mention the conference scholarship opportunities.
VII. Good of the Order –The Greater Lincoln Sertoma Club will hold a fundraiser for the Nebraska State Stroke Association on October 4, 2007.

VIII. Lancaster Event Center (84th & Havelock Avenue), Lincoln, Nebraska on October 4 in Lancaster County. 
IX. Adjourn – 10:15 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Maggie Oldham

2007-2008 Secretary/Treasurer
