Minutes - ASPA Nebraska Executive Council
August 18, 2007  
Cheri O’s Coffeehouse
 1404 Silver Street
 Ashland, Nebraska
I. President Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:24 a.m. and called the roll.  Present:  Scott Bovick, Sheri Larsen, Mary Hamilton, Mike Stefkovick, Trish Langer and Jen Benson.  Absent:  Perry Pirsch, Alan Kopetzky and [vacant seat].

II. Motion by Sheri, seconded by Mary to approve the minutes from April 26, 2007 annual meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.
III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants
i. Mary handed out a copy of the Close-Up Foundation Handbook.  There are opportunities in the book for grant funding.  Trish took the book to review the material.  Only one book is available at this time.  
ii. The Governor’s proclamation for Public Service Week continues to be a good event for ASPA Nebraska.  Plans are in place to do the proclamation ceremony in April 2008.
iii. Mary is still pursing the Public Service Project but did not have any updates to report at this time.
iv. Motion by Scott, seconded by Mary to nominate Mike Nolan, Norfolk City Administrator, for National Public Service Award co-sponsored by ASPA and the National Academy of Public Administration.  All ayes, motion carried.  The nomination is due at the end of September.  Mary said that she would send out letters again to those individuals that submitted letters of support for last year’s nomination, they included, Lynn Rex, Scott Bovick, John Bartle, BJ Reed and the Mayor of Norfolk.  
v. Discussion was held regarding the luncheon speaker for the annual ASPA luncheon in April.  It was determined that a speaker such as Peter Harkness or Bob O’Neill should be invited to speak when it can be coupled with an event with UNO such as the Regional Conference.  Possible speakers for the 2008 luncheon included the following:
a) David Brown, President and CEO of Omaha Chamber of Commerce 

b) John Cavanaugh, former State Senator and former 2nd District Congressional Rep, Chief Admin. for Bldg Bright Futures initiative

c) Doug Kristensen, Chancellor, University of NE at Kearney and the former, and longest serving, Speaker of the State Legislature – served 37th Legislative District

d) Ben Gray, producer and host of "Kaleidoscope" (KETV)

e) Pete Kotsiopulos, former Mayor of Kearney and current Vice President for University Affairs, University of Nebraska

f) J. B. Milliken, President, University of Nebraska 

g) Bill Muldoon, Director, Nebraska Law Enforcement Center

h) Lynn Rex, Executive Director, Nebraska League of Municipalities

Scott asked Council members to review this list for the September meeting in anticipation that a consensus can be made by the Council on who to invite and an invitation can be extended as early as possible.  

B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations
i. Mary gave an update on UNO School of Public Administration activities.
a) The Certified Public Manager program is scheduled to start classes in January of 2008.  It will include a mix of on-campus classes and distance learning.  The goal is to eventually have all classes on-line.  The tuition for the program is $2,500.  UNO will be presenting the program at conferences this fall including the NACO conference in December.  President Milliken will be discussing the program with the Governor.

b) UNO has also been working on a Graduate Certificate in Public Management. 

c) Angela Eikenberry and her family have moved back to Omaha.

d) Mike and Mary have been working with a graduate doctoral student on a survey for NASPAA.  The survey was of federal employers’ views of the value of the MPA/MPP degrees.  The survey and its results will be published in a journal article in the future.

e) BJ Reed and Mary were part of Mayor Fahey’s Omaha Police & Fire Study.

ii. Dates at the end of February were discussed for the Networking Reception.  Mary has since sent out an e-mail and suggested Thursday, February 28, 2008.  There seem to be more classes on that evening than the 26th or 27th.  

iii. There was discussion about bidding to host the Fall 2008 regional Conference.  There is support from UNO’s School of Public Administration but the Council determined that it would be in the best interest to bid to host the 2009 Conference.  This will give the Council time to start bidding for hotels and arranging with other Council’s in the Region to collaborate on different items.  Mary said that she would talk to John Bartle about UNO’s cooperation with the conference and the possibility waiving the “bid” process for 2009 if we say now that we are committed to sponsoring.  
iv. Event and Conference Sponsorships – no discussion on this item.
C. Membership—Increase and retain members
i. Sheri will continue to monitor the list of expiring members.
ii. Conference Scholarship applications due in September 2007.  Scott was going to review the details of the scholarship applications and try to get a copy of the application to the UNO faculty before the first day of class.  
iii. Jen volunteered to be the Newsletter Editor for 2008.
iv. Discussion was held about doing the resume review and mock interviews in 2008.  This event was not held in 2007.  Sheri was going to try to contact the alumni group to see if they are interested in assisting with this project. 
IV. Treasurer/Secretary’s Report
A. Scott presented the 2006-2007 ASPA Nebraska Financials, end of year (June 30, 2007) Treasurer’s Report, and end of July 2007 Treasurer’s Report and the Chapter Financial Report  which were submitted earlier by Maggie Oldham, Secretary/Treasurer.  
B. Scott presented and reviewed the 2007-08 Budget.  There was not a quorum present at the meeting at this time.  A vote to approve the budget will be planned for the September Council meeting.
V. President’s Report

A. Council Membership and Terms

i. Scott reviewed the terms of office of the current Council members.  Terms of office are as follows:
a) Scott Bovick – President 2007-08

b) Maggie Oldham – Secretary/Treasurer – 2007-08

c) Vacant – President Elect - 2007-08

d) Jen Benson, Perry Pirsch - 2007-2009

e) Mike Stefkovick, Mary Hamilton, Trish Langer and Alan Kopetzky – 2006-2008

f) Sheri Larsen – Past President 2007-2008

Scott asked if anyone was interested in serving as President-Elect.  The Council is currently less one member with the resignation of Trish Owen.  Trish was scheduled to be the President-Elect. Discussion will also continue on the position of President-Elect.

If the position of President Elect could not be filled the Council considered filling a member seat on the Council.  Scott was going to ask Patrick McNamara if he would be interested in serving as a member of the Council.  Sheri would send out a membership list to the Council members.  If Patrick would decline Scott’s invitation then the Council will need to discuss other options at the September meeting.  

ii. Select Nominating Committee and coordinate elections – The current by-laws state that elections shall be held every year whether a term is up or not.  Sheri is going to work on language to present to the membership to change the by-laws so that elections are only held for those members whose terms of office are up.  That would include the President Elect, Secretary/Treasurer and three members at large.  

B. ASPA Nebraska 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule – A quorum was not present at the meeting to discuss the meeting schedule.  If you have any conflicts, please send them to Scott.
i. September 22, 2007

ii. October 20, 2007

iii. December 1, 2007

iv. January 12, 2008

v. February 9, 2008

vi. March 1, 2008

vii. April 5, 2008

viii. April 24, 2008 Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting

VI. Other Business – no discussion

VII. Good of the Order – The 39th Annual AppleJack Festival in Nebraska City is scheduled for September 15th & 16th.

VIII. Adjourn – 11:00 a.m.
