Minutes - ASPA Nebraska
December 8, 2007
I. Past President Larsen called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and called the roll.  Present:  Jen Benson, Pam Buethe, Mary Hamilton, Alan Kopetzky, Sheri Larsen and Mike Stefkovich.  Absent:  Scott Bovick, Trish Langer, Maggie Oldham and Perry Pirsch.  John Bartle from UNO was a guest at the meeting.
II. The minutes for the October meeting will be approved in January.
III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants
i. April Governor’s Proclamation—Signing Ceremony is March 13, 2008 at 10:30 a.m.
ii. Public Service Project – nothing to report 
iii. Annual Luncheon—Keynote Speaker has committed:  John Cavanaugh, former State Senator and former 2nd District Congressional Rep, Executive Director of Building Bright Futures Initiative. Sheri stated that we are on Mr. Cavanaugh’s calendar.
iv. Founder’s Forum Fellow $350 Sponsorship—ASPA Nebraska sponsoring Shannon Oster.  John Bartle gave the Board some information about Shannon.  She is a first year MPA student.  
B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations
i. Mary and John discussed activities taking place in the UNO School of Public Administration.  The PA Department will be moving into their newly renovated building, formerly the engineering building. The Department won the Chancellor’s Strategic Planning Award, information was distributed to the board electronically regarding this.  The Certified Public Manager program starts in January and has 14 participants.  UNO School of Public Administration and UNL Extension have been working for the past year with the Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) to create the NACO Institute for Excellence which will start providing training to county commissioners and supervisors in February 2008.  The University will celebrate their centennial on October 8, 2008.
ii. Discussion was held on the networking reception to be held on Thursday, February 28, 2008.  The list of invitiees was reviewed.  Scott, Jen, Mary, Sheri and Alan would be in charge of inviting the various persons on the list that Scott had distributed.  Sheri will send out the save the date to the membership and other interested parties.  
iii. Discussion was held about hosting the Fall 2009 Regional Conference.  The 2008 Regional Conference is being held in Grand Rapids, MI.  John stated that there are many benefits for the Chapter if we host the conference, such as money for the organization and an opportunity for a local conference for local members.  The chapter would have to fund a several things up front.  The council also needs to focus on several hosting issues, such as a location, hotel and room blocks, confirming 1-2 major speakers and a host activity.  A program committee would need to be appointed to work on programming and speakers.  John said that UNO would support the conference and assist with planning, such as hosting the reception.  Average attendance at past conferences has be 50+.  A final decision on hosting the conference was not made but it was determined that a decision would need to be made at the January meeting so that planning can begin or another chapter can have the opportunity to bid for the conference.

C. Membership—Increase and retain members
i. Monitoring the list of expiring members continues.  

ii. Conference Scholarship applications due in October of each year
iii. The fall 2007 newsletter was distributed on October 26, 2007.  Jen said that the next newsletter would go out after the networking reception.  
iv. Resume Review/Mock Interviews will not take place in February 2008.  Discussion was held about putting something in the newsletter about this service.  Attendance at this event has been very minimal in the past.
IV. Treasurer/Secretary’s Report – no action taken.  
V. President’s Report
A. Pam Buethe, City Clerk, City of La Vista, was introduced to the Board.  Pam is filling the vacancy due to Trish Owen’s resignation.  
B. ASPA Nebraska 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule

i. January 12, 2008

ii. February 9, 2008

iii. March 1, 2008

iv. April 5, 2008

v. April 24, 2008 Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting

VI. Other Business
A. Sheri stated that it would be nice to do something to recognize Cheri O’s for their “hosting” of ASPA on a monthly basis.  Motion by Mary, seconded by Alan to put an ad in the local paper thanking them for their service.  All ayes.  (the ad was in the Ashland Gazette the week of December 24th, cost was approximately $28).
B. Mary discussed the possibility of ASPA working with UNO and the new CPM 
program.  Two possibilities were suggested:  (1) work with the first graduates of the CPM program to establish a joint ASPA/CPM Alumni/MPA Alumni organization that would help all three groups be more active and interact with each other; (2) sponsor something like lapel pins for CPM graduates to make ASPA more visible to CPM graduates, new participants, Advisory Board members, etc.  The first class will graduate in December 2008, so we have time to think about this.
VII.   
Motion by Mary, seconded by Pam to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m.

