Minutes - ASPA Nebraska Executive Council

October 20, 2007

Cheri O’s Coffeehouse

1404 Silver Street

Ashland, Nebraska

I. President Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. and called the roll.  Present:  Jen Benson, Mary Hamilton, Trish Langer, Sheri Larsen, Perry Pirsch, Mike Stefkovich and Scott Bovick.  Absent:  Alan Kopetzky, Maggie Oldham and Pam Buethe.  
II. Motion by Scott, seconded by Mary to approve the minutes from April September 22, 2007 meeting.  All ayes, motion carried.

III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants
i. Close-Up Foundation handbook – Trish stated that she had reviewed the book that Mary had received.  Upon review it looked like it is a big job and there is a lot to do.  
ii. April Governor’s Proclamation – Jen is coordinating the signing ceremony for March or April.  She will circulate the proclamation to the Council and UNO for review.
iii. Public Service Project – nothing to report at this time.
iv. Annual Luncheon—Keynote Speaker list established
1. Sheri has made initial contact with John Cavanaugh but had not received confirmation yet.  She will keep Scott posted on the progress of that invitation and let him know if another speaker needs to be considered.  Other speakers that are being considered are:  David Brown, President and CEO of Omaha Chamber of Commerce and Lynn Rex, Executive Director, Nebraska League of Municipalities

v. Founder’s Forum Fellow $350 Sponsorship—due by January 21, 2008.  Discussion was held regarding ASPA sponsoring students for the Founder’s Forum.  Last year Alan Kopetzky was a recipient.  John Bartle indicated to Scott that there are 2 possible students to sponsor.  Motion by Mary, seconded by Trish to support one student.
B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations
i. Update on UNO School of PA activities – The School is advertising for a Public Health Administration faculty position.  The School has been nominated for the UNO Strategic Planning Award for Academic Excellence.  

Mary handed out postcards advertising NASPAA services and MPA and public service careers.

The Certified Public Manager program has received about a ½ dozen applications at this date.  Another e-mail listing is to go out before the application deadline and an article will be in the ASPA Newsletter.  Six credits from the program can be transferred to the graduate school for a student that wants to get an MPA and fifteen credits can be transferred for those persons that want to pursue an undergraduate degree. 
ii. Networking Reception—Thursday, February 28, 2008 – Scott stated that in the past there have been about 15-20 tables for attendees.  He will send out a draft of potential career professionals to the council to review.  A save the date e-mail will be sent out later this year.

iii. Fall 2009 Regional Conference – Mary sent out a draft conference invite to Council members. 
iv. Event and Conference Sponsorships – Mary stated that the Social Equity Conference is being held in Phoenix, AZ, February 7-9.  There will be 3-4 people from UNO attending.
C. Membership—Increase and retain members
i. Monitoring the list of expiring members continues.  
ii. Conference Scholarship applications due in October of each year – Scott discussed changing the dates that the scholarships are due.  By doing this it aligns better with the national deadlines and gives students more time to find out about the scholarship opportunity and get applications in.   
iii. Kudos were given to Jen on a job well done on the Fall 2007 Newsletter.  Sheri will send an e-mail to members asking about news and events.  Jen will send out a final draft for review and Sheri will send it out to the membership before November 1st.  
iv. Resume Review/Mock Interviews – Scott will follow up with Alan about the progress of the mock interview scheduled for February and see if he was able to make contact with the Alumni Group.  
IV. Motion by Sheri, seconded by Mary to approve the Treasurer/Secretary’s Report.  All ayes, motion carried.  
V. President’s Report
A. Scott presented the Council with a up to date 2007-2008 ASPA Council Roster.
B. Scott stated that Pam Buethe, City Clerk, City of La Vista, has agreed to fill Trish Owen’s term.  Pam is excited to be joining the Council but was unable to attend this meeting due to a prior commitment.  We look forward to having her on the Council.
C. ASPA Nebraska 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule

i. December 1, 2007

ii. January 12, 2008

iii. February 9, 2008

iv. March 1, 2008

v. April 5, 2008

vi. April 24, 2008 Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting

VI. Other Business – Mary stated that the nomination paperwork for Mike Nolan for the National Public Service Award has been completed and submitted. 
Perry discussed work that the State Treasurer’s office had done to increase the amount of unclaimed property that is returned to Nebraska taxpayers.  He asked about potential journals to submit an article to.   Public Manager Journal was mentioned as a potential.  It was also suggested to contact Governing magazine.  Although they don’t usually have articles published, they may do a story on it.  
VII. Motion by Mary, seconded by Scott to adjourn at 10:00 a.m.
