Minutes - ASPA Nebraska

Cheri O’s, Ashland, Nebraska

April 5, 2008
I. President Bovick called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and called roll.  Present:  Scott Bovick, Sherri Larsen, Perry Pirsch, Jen Benson, Maggie Oldham, Pam Buethe, Trish Langer, Alan Kopetzky, and Mike Stefkovich.  Absent:  Mary Hamilton.
II. Mike motioned, Pam seconded. All ayes. Motion carried to approve the January 12, 2008 meeting minutes.  Pam motioned, Alan seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried to approve the March 15, 2008 meeting minutes. 
III. Strategic Planning Session Continued

A. Promoting Public Service and Professionalism in Public Service—Market the value of public service to the general public and encourage professional growth for public servants
i. Governor’s Proclamation—Patricia and Perry will send the council digital photos of the ceremony.  Sheri volunteered to send a photo to PA Times along with a few lines describing the ceremony. Discussed emphasizing the proclamation and public service week in the luncheon press release.  Maggie will provide the council with a draft press release that focuses on public service week and mentions the awards ceremony.

ii. Annual Luncheon.  

1. Keynote Speaker:  John Cavanaugh, former State Senator and former 2nd District Congressional Rep, Executive Director of Building Bright Futures Initiative.  Sheri said she would contact his office to suggest that his remarks run 10-15 minutes.  
2. Scott proposed a scrolling PowerPoint show to feature photos and information about ASPA and Nebraska Chapter events.  Council members liked the idea, but thought it was too late to put it together for this ceremony—suggesting that it be considered for next year’s program.
3. Pi Alpha Alpha candidates and American Humanics are aware of the luncheon.
4. Pam will compile and design the luncheon program. Scott will send Pam the order of events. Pam can send program to Rhonda; UNO typically prints the programs.  

5. Scott will emcee and introduce the award winners.  Mike will introduce Polly Feis; Tom Cavanaugh will introduce Mary Ann Borgeson.  Sheri will introduce John Cavanaugh.  Award winners will be given time to say a few words.  
6. Maggie will order the two plaques.  American Humanics will handle their own plaque. Sheri will buy clip style name tags and will make the tags. Maggie has 21 RSVP’s and will keep Sheri apprised of the total so she can update the caterer.  
7. Scott provided a schedule. Luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. and should end by 1 p.m.  In brief, 11:30 a.m. –Scott welcomes attendees and introduces the board; 11:35 a.m.- noon – Buffet lunch; 12:00 p.m.- Pi Alpha Alpha inductees (John Bartle/Patrick McNamara); 12:10 p.m. – Keynote speaker; 12:25 p.m.-1 p.m. – Outstanding Elected Official of the Year; Outstanding Public Administrator of the Year; Outstanding Nonprofit; 1 p.m. – Adjourn.
8. Scott suggested board members show up a little earlier if possible (no earlier than 11 a.m. though).  The luncheon is $20 at the door.
iii. Partnership with CPM Program graduates – ongoing.

B. Partnerships—Open communication with and serve as a resource and umbrella organization to other public service associations
i. Update on UNO School of PA activities.  Scott said the UNO School of Public Affairs was featured in an article in the morning Omaha World-Herald.  The School ranks 27th in the nation for its academic program. 

ii. Networking Reception –no report.
iii. Fall 2009 Regional ASPA Conference.  Scott talked with John Bartle.  May have to consider another hotel in case the future Ak-Sar-Ben Courtyard Marriott is not available. The hotel is scheduled to open summer 2009.  The hotel’s proximity to UNO is a plus.  Sheri sent the council information about planning assistance available through the Omaha Chamber of Commerce.   The board discussed possibly offering continuing credits as part of the conference to attract attendees.  Scott suggested the conference committee (Scott, John, Mike and Mary) meet late May-early June to discuss speakers and other details. 

iv. Event and Conference Sponsorships – Jen said she would include an announcement in the next Chapter newsletter.
C. Membership—Increase and retain members
i. Sheri is monitoring the list of current, new and expired members.  She said the Chapter has about 70 members, and only a few did not renew this year. Maggie will send Sheri the e-mail addressees of Nebraska-only members, so she can add them to the membership list. Sheri will bring Nebraska ASPA Membership forms to the luncheon. 
ii. Conference Scholarship applications due in October of each year. Information will be sent to John Bartle in August. 
iii. The next newsletter will go out after the luncheon. 
iv. Resume Review/Mock Interviews—Chapter will explore providing on ongoing basis. 
IV. Treasurer/Secretary’s Report. Maggie reviewed the Treasurer’s report. Pam motioned, Alan seconded. All ayes to approve the March Treasurer’s Report.  Treasury is in good shape to support upfront costs required for conference.  Maggie will provide another Treasurer’s report for the April 24 business meeting, and then again in June along with the annual Treasurer’s report after June 30 to close out the year.  The April 24 meeting follows the luncheon and should end by 1:30 -1:45 p.m.
V. President’s Report
A. Review ballot for election and confirm email date (April 7) and return date (April 23). Council members reviewed draft ballot.  Mary has possible candidate for her position.  Perry and Sheri may also have potential candidates.  Ballot distribution discussed.  Trish will coordinate with Scott on using either Survey Monkey or Zoomarang for an online ballot for members.
B. ASPA Nebraska 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule:  April 24, 2008 Annual Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting

C. ASPA Nebraska 2008-2009 Meeting Schedule (Draft) reviewed.  See below.  Council agreed to have Career Networking Reception in the fall instead of the spring to provide cushion between the busy spring and attract more students.  Need to invite criminal justice students and encourage all students to visit several tables. Consider different table setup. Alan suggested possibly having it at the new College.  Fall meeting dates:  August 16, 2008; September 13; 2008; October 4, 2008; October 30, 2008—Career Networking Reception in Fall; November 15, 2008

VI. Other Business.  The council thanked Sheri, Maggie and Mary for their years of service on the Nebraska ASPA Council.  Maggie is taking a new position at the Department of Veterans Affairs (Omaha VA Medical Center) this month as Deputy Chief of Public Affairs. Sheri commended this year’s council as well as previous Nebraska ASPA Councils who’ve done much to provide outstanding benefits to Nebraska ASPA members. Perry said the Nebraska Stroke Association is seeking an Executive Director to oversee fundraising. Interested parties should contact Perry.  Sheri recommended the council consider a gift for Rhonda at UNO for her support to the Chapter this year.  Scott motioned, Mike seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried to approve a gift card up to $100 at Cabelas for Rhonda. Maggie will purchase the gift card.
VII.   
The meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Maggie Oldham, 2007-2008 Secretary/Treasurer
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