February 2009

To:  Agency Heads








The challenges for New York State’s public administrators have never been greater as the state and the country grapple with the economic downturn.  The strategies government managers develop over the coming months will require a comprehensive understanding of New York State’s fundamental operations as well as keen problem-solving skills, features that have distinguished the Essentials of Public Administration in New York State management training program since 2001.  

We are pleased to announce that the 2009-10 Essentials program will continue the eight-year tradition of training excellence while meeting the fiscal challenges facing State agencies:  we will hold Essentials in the Office of the State Comptroller’s training  facilities at 100 State Street, enabling us to not only cut the program’s costs in half (from $400 to $200), but also to waive the cost and accept one nominee from each agency this year.  Your training office has been sent additional information on the 2009-10 Essentials program along with nomination materials.  

Since 2001, the Essentials of Public Administration in New York State has brought 350 State managers together with the State’s top government practitioners 

and public administration academics for candid, in-depth conversations about the State’s most essential government operations and their application to critical issues.  

Please consider nominating a representative from your agency to participate in this year’s program. By waiving this year’s fee, we hope to continue helping transfer the knowledge and develop the managerial talent that distinguish the Empire State. 

Nomination materials, including the schedule of topics for the 2009-10 program year, are available at www.aspaonline.org/escac/essentials.htm.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact either of us personally.

Sincerely,

Michael N. Christakis, Ph.D. (mchristakis@gmail.com)  
 


Co-Chair, Essentials of Public Administration

President, American Society for Public Administration

Jim McGuirk (Jmc30194@aol.com) 
Co-Chair, Essentials of Public Administration

Chairman, State Academy for Public Administration

