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     Coastal Bend ASPA President’s Message: “Expanding Our Horizon” 
 

Welcome to the American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) Coastal Bend Chapter!  As we 
enter our second year of existence, we have members representing Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi, Corpus Christi Independent School District, the City of Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Del 
Mar College, U. S. Navy, U.S. Fish & Wildlife and the Nueces County Appraisal District. We‟ve just 
begun to establish an intricate network of professionals and students in the public and non-profit 
sectors who are currently working or aspire to learn more about serving the public throughout our 
five county area. Thank you for choosing public service as your vocation, and thank you for choosing 
Coastal Bend ASPA as your public service affiliation.  

 
During our inaugural year, Coastal Bend ASPA hosted three luncheons with 
high caliber speakers State Representative Juan Garcia, the Honorable Carl 
E. Lewis, County Court-At-Law No. 5, and the Honorable Samuel L. “Loyd” 
Neal, County Judge.  We established three Public Service awards, received 
a proclamation from the Corpus Christi City Council during Public Service 
Awareness Week, and provided a few after-hours networking opportunities. 
 
So what now?  That is up to us!  At our recent monthly meeting of the Board, 
we discussed some very exciting projects with the City of Corpus Christi‟s 

Director of Education Initiatives, JoAnn Hooks (also founding member and former Vice-President of 
Coastal Bend ASPA).  As part of our ASPA mission, we are „to advance the art, science, teaching 
and practice of public and non-profit administration….‟ We discussed ways in which Coastal Bend 
ASPA could foster the growing of our next generation of public service employees and leaders. Pub-
lic awareness, professional development, and community service were all examined as vehicles to 
provide opportunities for today‟s and tomorrow‟s public servants. Look for an “ASPA News Flash” for 
more exciting details on how you can participate in Coastal Bend ASPA‟s upcoming programs and 
events! 
 
Looking forward to strengthening our public service profession with you, 
Reba George 

     ASPA’S  Mission 

The Coastal Bend Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration was chartered 

on July 23, 2007 serving Aransas, Kleberg, Jim Wells, Nueces, and San Patricio counties. 

The chapter is one of over 100 chapters in ASPA, the nations most respected society  repre-

senting all forums in the public service arena since 1939. ASPAs mission is to advance the 

art, science, teaching and practice of public and nonprofit administration through its pro-

grams and services, and fosters core public service values including: accountability and 

performance, professionalism, social equity, and ethics at the local, national and interna-

tional levels.  



     

 Under The Sea 

Dr. Jorgensen took some advice from his students this 

summer and went swimming with the fishes -- in Roatan 

Honduras.  To their dismay he wore SCUBA gear and 

lived to teach another semester of Fiscal Analysis and 

Capstone classes. 

 

Parrot fish swimming near Dr. Jorgensen as he dives the 

wreck of the "El Aguila", 110' feet below the surface off 

Roatan, Honduras  

  

 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Introduces 6-week Online Personal Development Courses 

 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi now offers hundreds of online, instructor-facilitated personal 

development courses.  Topics range from computer software and wireless networking to interpersonal 

communications and foreign languages.  

 

New sessions of each course start every month. They last six weeks, with two new lessons being re-

leased weekly (for a total of 12). The courses are entirely Web-based with comprehensive lessons, 

quizzes, and assignments. A dedicated professional instructor facilitates every course: pacing learners, 

answering questions, giving feedback, and facilitating discussions. The online classroom can be ac-

cessed 24/7 from anywhere with an Internet connection, allowing students to study at their own pace. 

 

View the course catalog and register online at http://www.ed2go.com/tamucc-pro 
 

                

4th Annual Heart Gallery Opens in November 

The 4th Annual Heart Gallery of South Texas  opening reception will take place on Wednesday, No-

vember 5th from 6 to 8 pm, at the Antonio E. Garcia Art & Education Center at 2021 Agnes Street. The 

Heart Gallery is a photo exhibit of children seeking permanent adoptive families. It is a Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi student project designed to raise awareness of the Child Protective Services 

foster adoption program.  For more information contact Carole Peterson at Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi, Office of Community Outreach, at 825-5966 or carole.peterson@tamucc.edu 

                              Networking Mixer Social 

 

                  Revolution Bar & Grill 

                                 2306 Airline Road (past Holly Rd.) 

                               September 18, 2008  5:30pm –7:30pm 

      Free Admission: Everyone Invited 



  

              Operations K.E.Y.S 

 
 
 Operation K.E.Y.S. (Keeping Every Youth in School) is a communitywide high school dropout  
 recovery effort aimed at keeping kids in school.  The pilot program held in Corpus Christi on Saturday,  
 September 6, 2008 was developed in partnership with the Corpus Christi Independent School District,  
 the Diocese of Corpus Christi, and the City of Corpus Christi.  JoAnn Hooks, City of Corpus Christi  
 Education Advisor and former Vice President for the Coastal Bend ASPA Chapter spearheaded the  
 coordination of the event.  ASPA volunteers, such as John E. Knight (Treasurer) and Joe Reyes  
 (Public Relations Communication Officer), were recruited and trained to go door to door of students  
 who had not returned to school. 

 The goals of Operation K.E.Y.S. are: 

 To increase graduation rates in the community. 
 To increase awareness about completing high school. 
 To initiate community partnerships and identify resources to address the dropout problem. 
 To identify and develop alternative education strategies (mentoring efforts, internships, single  
 parent and youth issues programs). 
 To identify and implement programs to keep youth in school once they return. 

 
 Volunteer Rachael Gogis, a teacher at Wynn Seale Academy of Fine Arts, said the effort was well  

 worth it. Her team had success during its first visit, at the home of Joe McNabb, an 18-year-old Miller  

 High School senior who needs a couple of credits to graduate. 

 

 McNabb said he quit school to help take care of his family. His mother has been ill, and the family is  

 struggling financially, so he works at a refinery in Victoria from Monday to Thursday. 

 "They said they could help me and could work around my work schedule," McNabb said of the  

 volunteer team. "Now I can go to school on Fridays at Coles." 

 

 McNabb didn't know about the option to attend Coles High School, an alternative school for students   

 who have not been successful at traditional high schools, before Saturday.  "By December, I can  

 graduate," McNabb said, grinning. "I'm going to walk the stage in the spring." 

 

 McNabb plans to continue working and go to college to earn a degree in electronics technology.  

 Gogis plans to attend McNabb's high school graduation. 

 The effort was a SUCCESS: 
 5 -- Schools participated in the walk  

 429 -- Volunteers divided into 93 teams who helped 

 468 -- Houses/students visited by volunteers 

 202 -- Face-to-face contacts made by volunteers 

 More than 500 -- Calls made to students, families in two days 

 14 -- Students enrolled Saturday as a result of community walk 



Coastal Bend Chapter Officers 
President - Reba George, City of Corpus Christi, 826-3466, rebag@cctexas.com 

Vice President - Annette L. Mouttet, Nueces County , 888-0857, annette.mouttet@co.nueces.tx.us 

Secretary - Adria Schrieber Garza, City of Corpus Christi,  826-1846, adria@cctexas.com  

Treasurer -  John Knight, Corpus Christi Independent School District,  878-1455 ext 1201, jeknight@ccisd.us 

Public Relations & Communications -  Joe Reyes, City of Corpus Christi, 826– 3665, joer@cctexas.com  
 

Coastal Bend Chapter Chairpersons: 
Membership Committee - Rebecca Huerta, City of Corpus Christi,  826-3093, rebeccah@cctexas.com 

Program Committee  - Nick Horak, Nueces County Appraisal District,  881-9978, nhorak@nuecescad.net 

Communication & Publications Committee  - Susan Allen, City of Corpus Christi,  886-2537, 

susans@cctexas.com 

Student Liaison Committee - Dr. Daniel Jorgensen, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, 825-3269, 

dan.jorgensen@mail.tamucc.edu 

                                                             

        

   The Coastal Bend Chapter of ASPA is now providing an  

opportunity to advertise in our quarterly newsletter . 
 

Newsletter (per quarter) 
¼ Page layouts  $75/each 

½ Page layouts  $150/each 

Full page   $300/each 

Case study   $300/page 

 

To make a donation or request more information please contact  
Joe Reyes, ASPA Public Relations & Communications Officer at 361.826.3665 or 

joer@cctexas.com. 

Overwhelmed by Stress? 

Need a Break? 

 

Treat yourself to a BeautiControl Spa Party! 

Host a Spa Birthday Party for a friend! 

Have a fun filled girl’s night IN! 

 

Contact Susan Allen to order your BeautiControl products 

and book a spa party (discounts for hostess). 
 

Susan Allen 

361-815-9832 

susanjoallen@yahoo.com 


